LAUNCH OF 2006 AS

“YEAR OF ACCELERATION OF HIV PREVENTION IN THE AFRICAN REGION”

11 APRIL 2006
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Media Advisory: http://www.afro.who.int/madvisory/2006/pr20060411.html

Where: African Union Headquarters, Addis Ababa.
Simultaneous launches will take place on the same day in all African countries.

The launch aims to create greater awareness of the gravity of the raging HIV
epidemic in the African region as well as place and entrench the subject on the
agenda of the African media, the governments and people of the region,
development partners, other stakeholders, and the global HIV prevention and
control community in general.

Facts and figures from UN agencies speak for themselves: 3.2 million or 64% of
the five million new infections globally every year occur in Africa, with women
and children accounting for nearly half of these. Since the epidemic broke out in
the 1980s, 50 million people in Africa have been infected, and 22 million have

died; infant mortality, which had fallen by 50% between 1960 and 1990, is on the

rise again. Life expectancy in some countries in the region has plummeted to 32
years; overall GDP in one country in the region has dropped to 1%, and

agricultural production in another is projected to drop to 24% by 2010. Africa
currently has about 12 million AIDS orphans, and this could rise to 19 million by
2010.
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